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NAZISM IN ITS NAKEDNESS
A Dutch friend writes:
"You will perhaps be able to remember me having made
a drawing of you at Romain Rolland's in 1931. Even before meeting
you in person I followed the Indian movement with interest, in
particular your leadership and your methods of combat. I am
a Dutchman and lived for many years in Germany, where I had
built up a living as an artist. Nazism, which gained hold in Germany
seven years ago, caused me many conscientious doubts, especially
with regard to the schooling of my three children. I often thought
of writing to you to ask your advice; I knew, however, how fully
your time was occupied and did not want to embarrass you with
my difficulties. Eventually I managed to settle my afFairs to my
own satisfaction.
It is just one year ago since I left my house in Munich to spend
some time in Holland. When war broke out in September we did
not return to Germany but remained in Holland, since I had no
wish to expose my children to the mental state of a country at
war. On 10th May, by the use of every possible subtle trick, Holland
was overpowered. After four days of the most ruthless bombing
we fled to England and are now on our way to Java, the country
of my birth, where I hope to find work, not as one of the group
which exploits the colony but as a guest.
Europe has put its trust in violence, but for centuries past
in the wars of soldier against soldier certain rules of chivalry were
observed. Nazism has thrown that code overboard, and I can
say with a clear conscience that no country has ever made use
of such vicious treachery, villainy and cowardice in attaining its
ends as modern Germany. The upbringing even of little children
is based on the exercise of violence. Nazism systematically trains
children to cunning and treachery even towards their own parents, to
immorality and much more in the same spirit. When Indian students,
who in the course of years have visited me at home, enthused about
Germany, they were merely deceived by the gloss which Nazism
knows so well how to lay on. A short explanation always convinced
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